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arrives in safety at her 
port of discharge, the 
merchants ought to pay 
the master their shares 
or proportions without 
delay, or sell or pawn the 
goods and employ the 
money he raises to satisfy 
by it the same, before the 
said goods be unladen 
out of the said ship: but if 
he lets them go, and there 
happens controversies 
and debates touching the 
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Article XIV

If a vessel, being moored, 
lying at anchor, be struck 
or grappled with another 
vessel under sail, that is 
not very well steered, 
whereby the vessel at 
anchor is prejudiced, 
as also wines, or other 
merchandise in each of 
the said ships damnified. 
In this case the whole 
damage shall be in 
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Article XIII

If a difference happens 
between the master of 
a ship, and one of his 
mariners, the master 
ought to deny him his 
mess thrice, ere he turn 
him out of the ship, or 
discharge him thereof but 
if the said mariner offer, 
in the presence of the rest 
of the mariners, to make 
the master satisfaction, 
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vessel, should happen by 
default of such cordage 
or slings to be spoiled 
or lost, the master and 
mariners ought to make 
satisfaction for the same 
to the merchants. So also 
if the ropes or slings 
break, the master not 
shewing them before 
hand to the merchants, 
he is obliged to make 
good the damage. But 
if the merchants say the 
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hath no exception 
against) that the wine 
perished not by the main 
yard, nor through any 
default of theirs, as the 
merchants charge them, 
they ought then to be 
acquitted thereof but if 
they refuse to make oath 
to the effect aforesaid, 
they shall be obliged to 
make satisfaction for the 
same, because they ought 
to have ordered their 
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sails aright before they 
departed from the port, 
where they took in their 
lading.
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first assault the master, 
he ought to pay five sols, 
or lose his hand.
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cordage, ropes or slings 
are good and sufficient, 
and notwithstanding it 
happens that they break, 
in that case they ought 
to divide the damage 
between them; that is 
to say, the merchant 
to whom such goods 
belong, and the said 
master with his mariners.
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Article X

The master of a ship, 
when he lets her out to 
freight to the merchants, 
ought to shew them 
his cordage, ropes and 
slings, with which the 
goods are to be hoisted 
aboard or ashore; and 
if they find they need 
mending, he ought to 
mend them; for if a 
pipe, hogshead or other 
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and the master be 
resolved to accept of no 
satisfaction from him, 
but to put him out of the 
ship; in such case the 
said mariner may follow 
the said vessel to her 
port of discharge, and 
ought to have as good 
hire or wages, as if he 
had come in the ship, 
or as if he had made 
satisfaction for his fault 
in the sight and presence 
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of the ship’s company; 
and if the master take 
not another mariner into 
the ship in his stead, 
as able as the other, 
and the ship or lading 
happens thereby to be, 
through any misfortune, 
damnified, the master 
shall be obliged to make 
good the same, if he hath 
wherewithal.
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premises if the master 
observes collusion 
therein, he ought not to 
suffer, but is to have his 
complete freight, as well 
for what goods were 
thrown overboard, as for 
what he brought home.

32

Article XI

If a vessel being laden at 
Bordeaux with wines, or 
other goods, hoists sail to 
carry them to some other 
port, and the master does 
not do his duty as he 
ought, nor the mariners 
handle their sails, and it 
happens that ill weather 
overtakes them at sea; 
so that the main yard 
shakes or strikes out 
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to pay eight deniers; and 
if any of the mariners 
impudently contradict 
the master, he also ought 
to pay eight deniers; and 
if the master strike any of 
the mariners, he ought to 
bear with the first stroke, 
be it with the fist or open 
hand; but if the master 
strikes him more than 
one blow, the mariner 
may defend himself but 
if the said mariner doth 
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Article XII

A master, having hired 
his mariners, ought to 
keep the peace betwixt 
them, and to be as their 
judge at sea; so that if 
there be any of them that 
gives another the lie, 
whilst they have wine 
and bread on the table, he 
ought to pay four deniers; 
and if the master himself 
give any the lie, he ought 
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the head of one of the 
pipes or hogsheads of 
wine; this vessel being 
safely arrived at her 
port of discharge, if the 
merchant alleges, that 
by reason of the main 
yard his wine was lost; 
and the master denies it: 
In this case the master 
and his mariners ought 
to make oath (whether 
it be four or six of them, 
such as the merchant 


